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country,  whether from the internal  or  the inter-
national point of view.1

The other great activity of the consuls was to en-
courage and keep in touch with any dissident elements
amongst the feudal chiefs. There is evidence that the
consuls reported far greater success in this respect
than they really achieved. The one important person
they won over was Ras Gugsa, a drunkard and a
coward, but son-in-law of the Emperor, with whom he
had quarrelled, and a Governor in Tigre. He went over
at the beginning of the war, but he only took a few
personal followers with him, and none of the chiefs
whom the consuls had been courting so assiduously
followed him into the Italian camp.

The demoralization, which was evident amongst the
Emperor's personal staff in the final stages of the war,
seems to have had nothing to do with these early Italian
intrigues, and was probably due to a failure of morale
at the end of a long period of defeats and strain. It was
not reflected amongst the feudal chiefs, many of whom
continued the struggle long after the Emperor had left*
The one community which fulfilled Italian hopes by
their attitude during the war was the Wallo and Azebu
Gallos, whose territory included Dessye, and lay across
the road between Addis Ababa and the Northern front.
Their quarrel with the Amharan tribes was of long
standing, dating at least to their forcible conversion
to Christianity sixty years earlier. The troops raised in
this area deserted during the important fighting round
Ambi Alaga in February, and thus repaid some of the
considerable sums expended by the Italians during the
previous two years,

1 League of Nations Official Journal, 1935, 1601*